In this brief note a clarification about the observable used in a recently published paper on the measurement of the general relativistic Lense-Thirring in the gravitational field of the Earth is presented. 
In a recently published paper [1] , submitted 2 June 2004 and accepted 10 September 2004, a measurement of the general relativistic Lense-Thirring effect in the gravitational field of the Earth with the laser-ranged satellites LAGEOS and LAGEOS II is reported. The claimed accuracy is 5 − 10%. The observable used in the analysis is the following linear combination of the residuals of the longitudes of the ascending nodes Ω of LAGEOS and LAGEOS II δΩ LAGEOS + c 1 δΩ
in which c 1 = 0.546 and µ LT is a scaling parameter which is 1 in the Einstein's General Theory of Relativity and 0 in the Newtonian mechanics. Eq.
(1) allows to cancel out all the static and time-dependent contributions of the first even zonal harmonic coefficient J 2 of the multipolar expansion of the Earth gravitational potential which represents one of the major sources of systematic error. The possibility of using only the nodes of the LAGEOS satellites due to the improvements in the Earth gravity field solutions from the CHAMP and GRACE missions was first presented in [2] , although not in an analytic and explicit form. Eq. (1) was explicitly published for the first time in [3] . Then, it has been discussed in a number of other papers [4, 5, 6] .
Instead, eq. (1) is presented in [1] as an own result of the authors who, not only miss out to correctly cite the appropriate works [2, 3, 4, 5, 6] , but improperly refer to [7] (reference 19, pag. 959 of [1] ). In that paper, which is almost twenty years old, there is no mention of eq. (1). It is devoted to the well known LAGEOS III mission in which the launch of a LAGEOS-type satellite in an orbit with supplementary inclination with respect to LAGEOS is presented. The goal of that configuration was to cancel out exactly the contributions of all the even zonal harmonics of the geopotential.
Finally, it must be noted that many recent papers [8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14] on the error budget in the performed or proposed Lense-Thirring tests with LAGEOS-like satellites are not even included in the attached .doc file dedicated to a more detailed analysis of the error budget and its history.
